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EQUIPMENT REVIEW - Micromega WM-10 WiFi Music Streamer

connected to your music server; it doesn’t go
through your network, with the result that, if your
music server is also your PC, you can’t use the
Internet over WiFi while streaming songs. Using
an Apple iPod Touch or iPhone, you download
a free application called “Remote” from the App
Store. The iPod then sees your iTunes library on
your PC and allows you to select albums, artists,
and songs just as you do with the locally stored
songs on the iPod itself. The iPod relays your
commands via WiFi to the server and the server
obeys. Volume can be controlled via the iPod or
via your preamp.

HOW WELL DOES IT WORK?

| was impressed with the ease of installation.
Computer setup often involves the strategic
application of profanity and a search of forums
for the secret to making two components
designed to a “standard” talk to each other. But
in this case, setup took about 15 minutes and
everything worked the first time.

| only encountered two problems. The first
involves “sleep mode.” When you start a listening
session, it simply takes a while for everything
to wake up and connect with the WiFi systems
(direct from the WM-10 for music streams and
via your WiFi network for remote commands).
Related to this, you have to remember to set
the iPod Touch to “Auto-Lock: Never,” so that it
won'’t go into sleep mode. If it does go into sleep
mode, it take a while when it wakes up to find the
WiFi signal, which makes it a very slow remote.
Neither of these are WM-10 issues; they are
byproducts of using ancillary systems that have
a sleep mode.

The second problem is more obscure, but some
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of you will want to know about it. My server has
the Amarra player installed and integrated with
iTunes. For whatever reason, the volume control
on iTunes and the volume control on Amarra fight
with each other when you change songs using
the iPod Touch. There may be a way around this,
but | haven’t found it.

HOW DOES IT SOUND?

| compared the sound of the WM-10 to that of
my reference EMM Labs CDSA player, as usual
evaluating differences in the context of the
absolute sound. This might seem unfair, given
that the EMM Labs player cost $10,000 in its (very
recent) day. My goal, | can assure you, was not
to set an impossible task for the WM-10. Rather, |
wanted to know, as readers will, how closely the
WM-10 came to DACs that are roughly state-of-
the-art.

The good news is that the WM-10 offers a
smooth and relaxed sound that avoids some of
the cheap and nasty distortions that can mar
digital playback. Too many DACs in my experience
have some additive distortion in the treble range
that distracts from the sense of the music being
real. The WM-10 isn’t like that; the player mostly
gets out of the way and doesn’t impose its flavor
aggressively.

| would also characterize the WM-10’s flavor as
being slightly warm, not because it emphasizes
bass, but because the mid-treble range comes
across in a somewhat reticent fashion. If you
have a system that leans toward an edgy or cold
sound, the WM-10 might balance things out
nicely.

Bass response and definition also are quite
good. For example, on the Alison Krauss disc
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Bewember! You can go to another
section by clcckémy here.

Forget About It [Rounder], the title track has a
kick drum that is very well defined on the WM-
10. However, | wouldn’t swear that this is due to
something special in the WM-10’s reproduction
of low frequencies; it may simply be that the more
laid-back treble presentation makes it easier to
focus on the bass quality.

The WM-10’s treble sonics also deliver a good
sense of depth. | came to qualify this observation
after listening to many discs. | think the WM-10
should be described as offering a more distant
perspective. With the WM-10, you simply feel as
if you are sitting farther from the band or as if the
band is pushed farther behind the plane of the
speakers. | find this perspective helps create a
sense of virtual reality, because the sound is less
locked onto the speakers.

When we get to the actual presentation of
micro-dynamic detail we find the place where |
think the WM-10 can be bettered by very good
DACs directly connected to your preamp. For
example, on Eva Cassidy’s Live At Blues Alley
[Blix Street Records], the opening track has the
announcer introducing Eva. With the EMM Labs
DAC you really get the sense of the club venue as
you hear the decay of the PA reverberating. The
WM-10 delivers less of this ambient information.
Eva snaps her fingers on Irving Berlin’s “Cheek
to Cheek,” and the EMM makes the echo of the
snaps more realistic sounding.

The differences I'm talking about are subtle.
Experienced listeners would note that the
Micromega doesn’t dig into the music quite as
far as some of the very best DACs, but this isn’t
a hit-you-over-the-head kind of difference; it is
more of the latent sense of a very fine veil over
the performance. At $1595, looking for an EMM

level of transparency probably isn’t a realistic
expectation.

Mostly, if you heard the WM-10 without
comparison, | think you’d say it sounds really
good. | don’t think you’d immediately comment
on its transparency, but you’d probably comment
on its smoothness and sense of low distortion.
Given the convenience of playing music from
a PC or Mac, with your complete music library
at your fingertips, this sound will be more than
adequate to make you forget about silver discs
in trays. tas

. SPECS & PRICING

Micromega WM-10 WiFi Music Streamer

Inputs: WiFi (802.11n)

Outputs: One single-ended stereo analog output
(RCA connectors), one coaxial S/PDIF digital output
Formats: 16 bit/44.1kHz (AAC, AIFF, Apple Lossless,
MP3, WMA, WAV)

Dimensions: 16.9" x 2.75" x 9.8"

Weight: 8.8 Ibs.

uU.S. U.K.

Price: $1595 Price: £1021
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